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OBJECTIVE OF THE CONFERENCE

Promote awareness of the importance of 
statistics
Case of increased funding of statistical 
activities



CONSTRAINT IN DEVELOPING 
EFFECTIVE STATISTICAL SYSTEMS

Lack of adequate resources (category 0.2 of 
the DQAF)
– Staff
– Facilities
– Computing resources
– Financing

Issue relates mainly to NSOs and MoFs



LEVEL OF FUNDING?

Minimum Efficient Scale
– In countries with a population size of about 4 

million
Some Statistical Systems in the Caribbean 
countries appear to be underfunded
– Allocation of budget shares from central 

governments to statistical activities is close to the 
level observed in countries at or beyond the 
minimum efficient size



SURVEYS ON RESOURCES IN 
CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

Organization of Caribbean States Discussion Paper
– Associated survey that report on resources availability in the 

Caribbean countries in 2005

Eastern Caribbean Currency Union members survey
– Undertaken by the ECCB in 2005

SURVEYS PAINT A PICTURE OF SMALL 
SIZE AND CONSTRAINED RESOURCES









IMF STAFF SURVEY

Small number of selected countries
Surveyed countries ranged in the population 
size from Canada to Seychelles
Countries with a high level of statistical 
developments and those countries with less 
developed statistical systems
Countries of different geographic sizes



Identification of Minimum Efficient 
Scale

NSO current expenditure per 1,000 
population
Share of government expenditure dedicated 
to the statistics agency
Staff of statistical agency per thousand of 
population









CONCLUSIONS

There appears to be some evidence of 
economies of scale in production of national 
statistics
Resources for statistics in Caribbean 
countries may lag somewhat behind what is 
observed in other parts of the world
– Especially when account is taken of the small 

populations in many Caribbean countries


